Ultrasound-guided sciatic neuroma block for treatment of intractable stump pain.
A 61-year-old patient with severe stump pain required hospitalization and intravenous opioids for pain control. After evaluation by our anesthesia pain management service, we concluded that the patient had a neuroma at the site of sciatic nerve transection and that injection of a mixture of local anesthetic and corticosteroid at the site of the neuroma was the most appropriate management. Because the alternative methods of nerve localization (eg, motor stimulation, paresthesia) were unlikely to be successful, we felt that the most reliable way to accomplish this task was to use live ultrasound guidance. After a series of 4 ultrasound-guided blocks with bupivacaine and methylprednisolone acetate, the patient's pain was alleviated to the point at which it was managed with occasional doses of oral opioids.